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MISSION BEND UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
30" ANNIVERSARY

30™ Anniversary Celebration Begins:  An overflowing crowd attended our Banquet
to kick off a year of celebrations remembering 30 years of ministry in the Mission

Bend area. We want to thank all those who made this a tremendous success:

Mary Blondell, Nancy Gerdes and Bliss Catering for the great food;

Dawn & Dawna Wratny for the slide show and audio visual support for the evening.
Many of our ministries decorated tables complete with utensils and place settings

for 8 persons. Thanks to Lighthouse Prayer Ministry, Prayer Ministry,

Mi ssion Bend Christian Academy, Stephen
Womends Celebration Ministry, Youth Mini
Ministries of VBS & 4 /5" Grade Retreat, Prayer Square Ministry, OPUS

Ministry, Missions Ministry, The MBUMC Clergy, Disciple & Other Bible Studies,

Care Ministry, Sports Ministry and the Seasons of the Church Year.

Special Thanks to Jackie McFarlane and her crew for these great pictures. To

order any of these fantastic pictures (on page 6 & 7), please contact Jackie at
281-240-3829
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30™ Anniversary Chili Cook - Off
February 27 ™ 81 pm to 3 pm & Pavilion

This cook -off is slightly different than
our previous cook -offs! This year will
be having CHILI and GUMBO!!

Is your Chili OR Gumbo something you think other people may like; then you should
consider entering the Chili Cook -off! There will also be a silent auction, a bake sale
and drinks. Entry fee for your famous chili or gumbo is $20.00. Tickets will be sold
for .50 cents. Want to entry or need more information, please contact Michele
Frisbie either email ( michele827@yahoo.com) or phone (281*814*2501).

Mark Your Calendars for:
30™ Anniversary
Ice Cream Freeze - Off d May 1

»
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Final 30 ™ Anniversary Celebration in
October 2010
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I suppose itds what all those #fArealityo] sh
itds why they go to the mountains; for others § w.
death in the family or the loss of a job. Whatever the occasion, the moments come to all of us, those
moments when we are forced to figet back to the]ba:
the question was, AWhatés it all about, Alfie?¢
your attention on that kind of question!
In another generation Hobbes and Rousseau posed the same question and came up with
amazingly divergent answers. They asked what you get when you strip away the veneer of culture and
@! convention, when you strip away the surface stuff and get down to the basics. One said you get
‘ ‘ humankind at our finest: honest, simple and loving. The other said you get us at our worst, that without
the restraints of culture you get a primitive person driven by instincts and passions. What do you think?
More importantly, what do you think of your own life? When you take away all the extraneous stuff, what have
you got? What is YOUR life all about?

Thatdéds the sort of question we ask in Lent. When Jwe
away the Aextraneous stuff?0o of Agetting back to the |Jbas
that we are fidusto and to dust we shall return, is thgt r
the heart of things?

This year during Lent we will be getting back to basics in many ways. In Sunday worship we will be reading
and reflecting on the Sermon on the Mount, that most Hasi
AChristianity 24:70 since being a Christian isnét jugt ¢
your life out there, everyday.

Connie and her Christian Education crew have a number of special classes lined up, all of them in one way or
another offering a piece of the fAbasics. 0

Getting back to the basics. ltds what we do in Le|nt.

Peace to you,

Celebrating our Differences
Humanity is an interesting phenomenon. We ar e fler e
be great if we put our opinions aside and love each other and celebrate our differences? For
instance, why not celebrate Black History Month all Year long by recognizing the accomplishments of
all people for the entire year. Why is it necessary to designate a month to this cause when we can P
teach Black History as an on-going history lesson? Can history include the accomplishments of all
people in daily history |l essons? l snét it tin ) qdr n
communicate with each other? Often we fear th ] Ivnéé
to know people of other nationalities personal]l S 0 q wc

others that we do not understand and/or respect? Do we have the right to exclude others? What makes one person
better than another?

In our power struggles do we oppress others? Can we, the church, work towards leveling the playing field?
What is Christianity anyway? | realize that these are, typically, questions that we would rather not deal with, but these
are issues that keep us from being one family, one America.

Recently a group of peers had a discussion about oppression. Here are a few issues that were addressed. Do
you realize that oppression exists because of vertical relationships we establish? Typically, for oppression to exist there
is someone at the top suppressing others, therefore pushing them beneath him or her. Is the oppressor seeking control
of others or is this how one determines oneb6s self wor|t h?
and humanity. Humanity should establish horizontal relationships so the playing field will level.

Most differences are matters that individuals cannot control, so why suppress someone because of their
di fferences? Who are we to judge someonebs self worth?
do towards someone el seds differences. Are you willingg t
others and celebrating your differences? What a dull world it would be if we were all the same and all had the desire to
suppress others. Can we celebrate, instead?

How do we | evel the playing field? That d6s easy foJ C
God is love and desires each of us to do likewise. Love, really? Yes, love!l When we love we will learn to respect each
otherds differences. Il's that asking too much? I I ongd
you; You |l ove me; we are a happy familyt! 111 Wow! What
our differences.

| love you!!!HHHHHITITHTE T

Hazel
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A PRAYERG6S JOURNEY

“All of us have been on trips. Maybe itdéds for bu
|l oved one in hard times. No matter the reason, w
take a car, plane,ortrainit her e i s al ways a fidestinationodo that
or family member. We do whatever we can to reach it and to accomplish our goals for that particular
trip. Yet, what would happen i f when we arrive,
What if we were transported to something bigger than ourselves, past our expected destination, and

_ far beyond what we could ever imagine?

Prayers may be like that. Unsuspectingly, when a prayer is offered up, it often does not only affect
.~ that person we are praying for 1 but may touch others in a positive way without us ever realizing it.

Recently, my daughter had an experience that may have far-reaching destinations. As most of you
know, she is in college and is studying History. She wants to be a teacher of history someday
hopefully with a fAdestinationo of teaching at a
to teach 20™ century American history while living in Europe in countries such as Poland, Austria or Germany. Sounds like a
great journey, right? It may take a few years and a few miles of work as well. Yet, like all dreams and journeys it is well worth
the Atoll 0.

Yet, like many trips, there are a few bumps along the way. The first couple years of college, in the history classes specifically,
she has breezed through her research papers, homework and tests. She has read so much about history and studies it so
ravenously, that her c¢classes were only a review of sorts.
teaching the class personally KNEW the authors of the books and the historians of all the documentaries they viewed. First
sign of trouble! Sure enough, the speed bump was more than she expected and the first test did not go well at all i enough
said, right? Thankfully, she knows the power of prayer. She knew that with only four grades the entire semester, she was in
need of more than a little time to rectify the negative to a positive.

She called me immediately and after a few tears and complaints about how demanding the professor was i she asked to set

up a prayer session with a few of her fimomso at our <church.
that she thought of was the power of prayer. She knew it would take a lot of effort on her part, but that her efforts would be

blessed if conjoined with the power of our God. For me, her mom, it was such a blessed consolation to know that she had
matured enough to know that prayer is always the best choic

Soé..it was Ms. Pat, Ms. Peggy, Ms. Nancy H, and Ms. Kathy
pray over her and her efforts and to help her have the incentive, tenacity and know-how to improve her grade and to help her

pass the class. They were so kind and generous and they were so willing to help. They gathered around her like angels T
praying for her and giving her the tenacity that woulehcebe

and that i mmediately after | eaving the chapel, felt a resur
Sure enough, as mom checked daily, (a bad habit thatds not
gained 30 points on her second test, and then added another 5 points on her research paper and her final exam was a

profound and resounding 96! 11 wWOow! It doesndét take a geni
many hours of studying, endless days in the library, and | c

help and the prayers of MBUMC women. She knows that it would not have been possible without God and the support of the
prayer partners.

Now for the new Al egd of her journey. One of the reasamwas t
can be Abetterodo people when we |l earn from our past. i Wh oo
of our experiences. | agree with her that if we can possibly keep another Holocaust from happening or if we can stop the

atrocities of Darfur or if we can open up the eyes of the people of the world to the threats of hatred and evil, then we have

benefited from history. Maybe that prayer that was offered up on her behalf, will be integral in helping her to finish her

education and be able to make that kind of impact on others. Even if she affects only one person to make a positive change

in their | ife, then that one prayer wil/ have transpordaed
prayer will touch. | suspect that the prayer gave her more than a good grade. It gave her a resurgence of her belief in prayer,

a belief in the fellowship of a church congregation, and a positive impetus to continue her studies. She may never know who

she impacts, but she will always know who helped her to be that vessel that brings education to others.

I have always preached fpay it forwardod to her, since she v
discussed articles in the newspaper, argued over philosophies, read excerpts from our favorite books, and of course prayed
together. I dondt know where she or that prayer wil!/ end -up, b

inspired and God-given. When the Jewish nation turned to prayer after years of captivity, God changed their destination (that
seemed unlikely to change) to a new destination of freedom. They had learned from their history and had found freedom as
the new Al egd of their journey. You never know what prayer

iThen the family heads of Judah and Beveryomenwhose hearh @od had enoved i e <
iprepared to go up and build the house of --th®ral®¢-d in Jerus

Janet McBryde



Mission Bend Christian Academy - Position Opening - Head of School

CHRISTIAN Mission Bend Christian Academy is a 13 months - 6" Grade Christian school with approximately 120
F'{sy-\:]1 " ) 4 students. Over the years, Mission Bend Christian Academy has established a reputation for strong
academics and an authentic Christian community. The Head of School is expected to articulate the
vision and to provide strategic leadership in developing
long-term initiatives that will advance the mission of Mission Bend Christian Academy as the school matures. The Head of
School is the primary spokesperson for the School and is central in recruiting faculty, staff, and families. The Head of
School is the spiritual leader of the school. He/she is to be a mature Christian who can provide spiritual wisdom, direction,
and shepherding to the school community.

Ideally, candidates should have a background in classical Christian education, preferably as a Principal, School Head, or
Board Member and available to start June 2010.

Qualified candidates should submit a letter of interest, resume, and references (email preferred) to: Search Committee -
Denise Hicks dhicks@mbumc.org

We are very proud of Mi ssion Bend Christian Academy stlude
great teachers. By participating in competitions outside of our school we have added proof as we measure our stuttents with} o
school s. This year, in addition to the Spelling IBee Jand
competitions: Geography Bee, Bible Memorization Speech, Choral, and Art Competition.
Only two competitions have occurred, but we have winhmarjs i
grade level spelling bee. Franco Rupay, also a third grader, had the highest score of all grad¥ thvelgB8' grade) of the
geography bee.
The Young Authorsd Club meets weekly after school t oionglrjepa
poetry contest. We have four studentsé poetry cydpsemn] fo
iThe Ocean, d and Josef Nzekwuebs poem fiGame Storeodo were] ch
and fifth grader Ashleigh Foreman with her poem_essMy Gufi ne
\"9001,
N
Watch for more winners as we go to the remaining competitions. —
CHRISTIAN
ACADEMY

SAVE THE DATE
OPUS (Older People Up to Something) in 2010:
Hold these dates on your calendar:
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LIGHTHOUSE MINISTRY
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February 20 - Saturday
March 06 - Saturday

Watch for coming events - send suggestions to
Sandra.
sandrabratton@comcast.net

A specially written prayer is now available for all
members of the Lighthouse Neighborhood Praying
Ministry (and anyone else wanting to cover their
neighborhood with special prayers). The prayer

may be found in the 'Lighthouse Neighborhood

Praying Ministry' stand up folder on the table in the
hallway of the Main Building, directly across from
the church office.

2010 Senior High Mission Scholarship Fund
; cpadi Needs Your $$$$
SoA K (the loose change piggy bank)

Note to Lighthouse Team Members: If you did not
receive a copy of this special prayer within the past
. 510 days itrigbggpusg we do not have a current
email address for you. Please advise us of your
new address. Any questions, see or contact Eston
and Nancy Hupp.

Un

TMTX’.D. Girls & Boys Bible Study is sponsoring
the ALoose Change Piggy Ha
scholarship for Graduating High School Seniors who

have engaged in 50 hours of service/mission in their

community and church during their High School years.
The group was hoping to have enough funds from the
APigso to award two $500 [s
us feed the APigsd by empt
week for this worthy cause.
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SERVICE OF PRAYER AND HEALING

You are invited to a Service of Prayer and Healing Sunday afternoon, February 7, 2010 at 12:15 P. M. shortly after the
11:00 A.M. communion worship service in the Sanctuary.

This brief service is designed to ask Jesus Christ to bring healing to people in every area of our lives, anywhere you or
someone you care about is hurting, whether it be strained relationships, financial problems, addictions, physical,
emotional, spiritual, mental or other problem areas.

There will be no speaker, just prayers for you and yours. It will be informal so you can feel free to leave after you have
been prayed for.Come and | et the Mission Bend Prayer Ministry ]
presence on the stretchers of our prayers.

While Services of Prayer and Healing have been conducted, so far, on the first Sunday of each month, you or someone
you care about may not find it a convenient day or time in which to participate or you may feel the need for prayer support
at another time. Consider receiving this prayer support at another day and time more convenient for you or a loved one.
Accordingly, feel free to call Pat Howell or Yucca James of the Prayer Ministry to arrange Prayer Partners for you. The
Mission Bend UMC Prayer Ministry strives to provide prayer support to you when you need it.

A Spanish-speaking Prayer Partner will be available to pray with those requesting to be prayed for in Spanish. Un
compafiero(a) de oracion Hispano-parlante estara disponible para orar con usted en Espafiol.

fis any one of you in trouble? He should pray.
Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise.
Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church
to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord.
And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well;
the Lord will raise him up.
If he has sinned, he will be forgiven.
Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other
so that you may be healed.
The prayer of the righteodanesi543-6ower f ul and

Jesus is still in the healing business. Come, let us ask Him together. come expecting to be blessed.

FEBRUARY 2010 MBUMC PRAYER FOCUS

Please join the Mission Bend UMC Prayer Ministry Team in this prayer

These are things we |l earned from our ancestors, and we
glorious deeds and the mighty miracles of the Lord.
Psalm 78:3-4 CEV
Glorious and Mighty God,

Teach us your way, O Lord, teach us to rely on your faithfulness, to live according to your truth and walk in your truth.
(Psalm 86:11) By your words we can see where we are going; they throw a beam of light on a dark path. (Psalm
119:105) May we join the psalmist David as he procl ai
No wonder | can sing your praises!o (Psalm 57:7 NLT)

Whenever we gather together, embolden and prepare us to offer something useful: to sing your praise, teach and tell
your stories, lead a prayer, or offer insight. (1 Corinthians 14:26 Msg) Thank you, Lord, for those musicians and
storytellers you have grown and equipped to lead us in worship, especially Dan Kramlich, Kathy Aaron, Adrienne White,
Lori Burleson and Su-Jin Cho. We thank you for each one who has answered your call to faithful service in the music
and drama ministries.

Dependable, steady and warmly personal God, develop maturity in us so that we can get along with each other as well
as Jesus gets al ong wi t hd netourwolcés only, buitlowe very livesGsinding ih learmany a h o i
stunning song of praise to You. (Romans 15:5-6 Msg) I n Jesusd®d name we pray, Amen.

Tell me the stories of Jesus | love to hear;
things | would ask him to tell me if he were here:
scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea,
stories of Jesus, tell them to me.

Hymn 277, v. 1
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CHARTER MEMBERS

JIM, DEBBIE, JEREMY
_ & JASON BASS
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OFF AND
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