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When Marilyn and | were students at SMU we had cheap memberships at the Downtown YMCA in
Dall as, and we would go every morning at 5:45
to school just a little later. You see a different sort of crowd before six in the morning. At six in the
evening, people are there to look good, to see and be seen as well as to work out. But at 5:45 AM well,

half months of the year. But the first two we

@!garage for all the newbies in their | eotards,

' ‘ of course, because we knew the resolutions wou
everything was back to normal, the newbies were getting more sleep and we had our parking places back!

On the other hand therebds something really nice ab
idover. o On a few occasions at Grandmadés in Ohio, Lin
making the very first tracks and then making snowballs and snow angels and sledding and all that messy stuff. Pretty
guickly the freshness and smooth serenity is gone and
l ucky, another snowfall wildl give you another clean sl

Most of wus spend our | ives in between the fresh st
we make good resolutions and we Areally mean it this t
a fawer . 0

Thatds why | really |Iike to start the year with We
final and forever, Al give myself completely to you, (
this timedo when | say them. And yet, unless 2010 is
messed up and | will find myself in need of another fresh start, and another. The Covenant Service meets that need.

slate, a freversvartit dés @ddgreat way to begin the New

Peace to you,

W/@%A

the folks are just pretty serious about working

We wi | | collectively begin the new year with the Wesl e

A New Year?

Wow! 2010 is really here! Where did 2009 go? How many of us are asking that question? Time
seems to have wings now that technology is so readily available. How do we slow the pace? Do we
want to slow the pace? Is God included in our rapid pace?

May | suggest something? Letdébs not take advar
mercy that is available to us. Letbdbs take tin
busyness. Mornings work best for me. | devote a minimum of thirty (30) minutes for morning
devotion, daily. Devotion continues throughout the day, however in various forms. Sometimes it
takes place in my mobility. Whatever circumst

—e

A] ]c

Please be mindful of Jeremiah 29:11 (NKJV) which states: For | know the thoughts | have towards you, says the Lord,
thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. God already has a successful plan for each of us to
strive towardsééwhy not seek God for guidance as we tr
communicate with God. Communication is not just talking, but also listening.

Please take time today and, hopefully everyday, to hook up to our Lord and Savior who has promised to show us the
way! Jesus said to him, A | am the way, the truth, an
14:6 (NKJIV)

May 2010 offer you tremendous blessings, peace and spiritual enrichment!

Hazel Jackson

and seek Godbdés pl an, so we wonodét be spinning our wheells
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Against All Odds

Who hasno6ét been touched by our resident angel Car o
someone who has not benefited from the sweet, gentle and naturally tenacious spirit of this amazing

woman. Although God could have brought her home to Him already, considering all of her medical

problems recently, it appears that He realizes how much more Buffy has to do here. It seems obvious

that God has given us a precious gift i the gift of her friendship, her voice, her fortitude and her love. We

thank God that He has tarried and given us the opportunity to benefit from knowing such a person. He

has worked against all odds.

B Her own family, her work family and her church f ami
Personally, with her own nuclear family, she has raised her 3 children and put them through college 7

one of them completing law school. We all know how challenging it can be to raise a family in these

tumultuous times. Yet, Buffy is always a caring and responsible mother to her children. She has

certainly been faced with challenges in raising her family. She has faced these challenges and has stood

by her family with loyalty, tenacity and the kind of love that only a mom can possess. She has shared

= with us as a congregation how she would go to God for wisdom for those difficult times. She was always

able to draw from her faith in our omniscient God and find the strength that was needed. She and God worked against all odds.

One of those most precious children that she raised is Evey, her granddaughter. When needed, Buffy stepped in to raise Evey even after

having already raised her family and with her own health issues looming. She has passed on the love of her God to this bright and

beauti ful young woman. As we probably can all agree, ergleastiYeg a vy
Buffy has done a wonderful job. Anyone who has had the privilege of knowing Evey can attest to that fact.

In her career, Buffy has touched countless lives with her grace and tender loving care. She worked in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit

working with premature infants. A fellow congregant has worked with Buffy and has firsthand experience observing her generous

contribution to caring for these little ones. Some may have given up on them, yet she, with her God, worked to save them. Buffy would

always go way beyond her nursing skills to reach further into their tiny hearts and the hearts of their families. It was never just a job for

her. It was a calling - a calling from our Lord to make a difference in a delicate, precarious situation i to bring the tender touch of God to
those babies. She would sit in the unitds rocker and temucGopd|l e t he
would reach down to them, healing them and loving them through Buffy. Some of the first sounds that they would hear in this world

would be God loving them through the sweet, soothing voice of our angel Buffy. The angels had allowed these little ones to leave the

safety of heaven to be placed in the arms of someone guided by God. Yes, medical science was integral in their recovery, but | suspect

that Buffyds warmth and [ ove was a vital component of easing ther
Later, she would serve in another role as a caregiver f certoler congr
elderly clients as she did to the tiniest of the tiny. Her countenance was exemplified through a glowing face and a tender touch. She was

al ways portraying Goddés | ove through her positive outl ook eand t er

medical problems.

She has been involved in many activities in our church, but none more touching than being in our adult choir. She has graced us with her
voice and her story. She has performed with the choir and also as a soloist and small groups. Sometimes it was difficult for Buffy to
make practices and to perform. Yet, she always has a smile on her face as she sings about her Lord.

Buffy has had many health issues along the way. Yet, she has never given up hope in her God. She was diagnosed with Cancer with a

very poor prognosis. Doctors did not hold out much comfort or solace. Many doctors were not willing to address the health issues
aggressively. Buffy persisted though, calling on her f aasfitalyi n Gc
able to find an oncology surgeon that would perform an operation that would help her. It was a long, grueling rehabilitation process but

she and God triumphed. God and fellow church members helped her through many weeks of physical therapy, tests and ultimately led

her back to us, against all odds.

God and Buffy prevailed. Looking back, it seems obvious that He had been preparing her for this most recent struggle. Years ago,
caring for her family, caring for those beautiful babies, caring for her clients T all that care was rewarded. Her faith and tenacity was
rewarded with a dedicated physician, a church that stood with her, an opportunity to live, and the option to hope.

Our God doesnd6t need foddso though to work His healing. loHgethak n e w
the love that Buffy has given out to others would be returned ten-fold to her. He knew that she would be given the opportunity once again
to proclaim the power of her God to heal. She still h a sre.&8hel ong v

continues to sing of His love, testify to His strength, and persist in her faith.

So join me in thanking our God for tarrying, thanking our God for beating the so-called odds, thanking our God for a magnificent example
of His healing power. We celebrate our God through our sister Buffy.

Janet McBryde
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Mission Bend Christian Academy - Position Opening - Head of School

CHRISTIAN Mission Bend Christian Academy is a 13 months - 6™ Grade Christian school with approximately 120
F'Xey-\:1 .7 N4l students. Over the years, Mission Bend Christian Academy has established a reputation for strong
academics and an authentic Christian community. The Head of School is expected to articulate the
vision and to provide strategic leadership in developing
long-term initiatives that will advance the mission of Mission Bend Christian Academy as the school matures. The Head of
School is the primary spokesperson for the School and is central in recruiting faculty, staff, and families. The Head of
School is the spiritual leader of the school. He/she is to be a mature Christian who can provide spiritual wisdom, direction,
and shepherding to the school community.

Ideally, candidates should have a background in classical Christian education, preferably as a Principal, School Head, or
Board Member and available to start June 2010.

Qualified candidates should submit a letter of interest, resume, and references (email preferred) to: Search Committee -
Denise Hicks dhicks@mbumc.org

('2010 Senior High Mission Scholarship Fund SAVE THE DATE
G Needs Your $$$$ OPUS (Older People Up to Something) in 2010:
G T e (the loose change piggy bank) Hold these dates on your calendar:

%{\W‘) January 15 - Friday

The B.A.D. Girls & Boys Bible Studyi s sponsoring F?bhu%ryzrl]) LSOatgrgaé/
Change Piggy Bankso to fund a Malhch 06a Satuddayp f or Gr aduat i
School Seniors who have engaged in 50 hours of service/mission Watch for coming events - send suggestions to
in their community and church during their High School years. Sandra

The group was hoping to have ¢gpough . funds from the API
award two $500 scholarships. ‘ﬁﬂ]edﬁ'n%—t@éto—#—e—‘lmp@%eﬁ feed the f

emptying your pockets each week for this worthy cause.

RECYCLE UPPER ROOM & OTHER
DEVOTIONALS

New Bible Studies for the New Year Your old devotionals can help others.
Please deposit them in the marked box

which is in the Narthex.

The B.A.D. Girls & Guys (Believers and Doers) Your devotionals will go to prisons,
Tuesday morning class is beginning the Max Lucado study of the abused woman's shelters and
book of James. The class welcomes anyone who wishes to join other needy places.

them on this journey through (¢tJRi s SIUdt‘é or #Afor %,h,e req
lifeodo! They meet in the Main Hdi Bfaseqo g royered koaks & thiglng. m 1
10a.m.-11:30a.m. Call Connie Fowler at the church office for

further information. Stephen Ministry

The Spanish Speaking Ministry of MBUMC is beginning a . . . .
three month study on the book of Matthew.Ai Tr es Mes e 5'%%{)(:2’ a Deathvin the Family, Losing a
Excuela De Mateoo byThsuuy vl begin e caﬁ be overwhelming. A Stephen

on Sunday evening, January 17" in the Choir Warm Up Room Minister is ready and willing {O care for you or a
from 6-7:30p.m. All are invited to stay for the Worship Service

. . friend during difficult times like these. Call
from 7:30-9p.m.T Same Location. Call Mauro Moreno at (832) Monte Hyman at 281-858-0963, Connie Fowler
292-6241 for further information. !

or one of the pastors at the church office for

192}

more information or request a Stephen Minister.

A SPECIAL THANKS TO THE CONGREGATION N .
Stephen Ministry has also scheduled a Spring

We thank everyone for their overwhelming gifts of love, Ste_ﬁhen Minister Training program for

prayers, concern, and comfortl] Sat Fﬂgﬁlbéginﬁiﬁgrhgnhar)k) 63 121000 ¢
how much your support means to us. Truly you are examples of ’

what it means to be part of the Body of Christ. Jim was a very you are |nt|erested II? begpming a Stephen
humble man and would be so overwhelmed at the outpouring of Minister, please ca M_ont_e Hymar_1 at i
love. 281-858-0963 for application and interview

information.
Thank you,

Sandra Bratton and family

g |

t (
r ol

Xp
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Please join the Mission Bend UK/IC Prayer Ministry Team in this prayer

AFor | know the plans | have for you, 0
Aiplans to prosper you and not to har
plans to give yolarenabPellNM\Vd a future. o

Gracious Heavenly Father,
We begin another day with you, another month, another year; time and possibilities stretch out before us; our plang

d e c
n y

and ic

fly in many directions. We thank you, Lord, for the direction you offer in your Holy Word. We long to obey your commandnjent

Renew our lives with your goodness. (Psalm 119:40)

Teach us to keep our eyes on Jesus, who both began
calm, to be still and know that you are God (Psalm 46:10), to listen for your gentle and quiet whisper (1 Kings 19:&2bol&ow
you, as we see you present and at work in our lives, as we put our hope in you, Lord, we thank you for your gifts afmfreshr

and

h

strength and power. (Isaiah 40:31) Teach us to number our days that we may present to you a heart of wisdom. Teach us Jo liv

wisely and well. (Psalm 90:12)

Lord, as we pray for ourselves, so also we pray for the pastors, staff and trustees who have answered your call to |
serve your children here in our congregation. We thank you for the lives and witness of these, your precious childréfeekes/
Williams, Hazel Jackson, Roy Weeks, Kristi Garner and Mauro Moreno; for Mary Blondell, Marita Foreman, Connie Fowler,
Gerdes, Eston Hupp, Dan Kramlich, and Dawn Wratny; for Monica Appiah, Jim Barton, Mike Meeks, Dave Parsons, Jim Pq

pad an

Nancy
ters, E

Swanson, A. D.Williams, Carla Wingerson and Ralph Wissel. As you have set each one apart for service, so guard ard gulde eac

heart and mind. Renew our strength day by day. Leand U

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; there is no shadow of turning with thee;
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;
As thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies | see; all | have needed thy hand hath provided;
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
Hymn 140, verse 1, Great is Thy Faithfulness, (LamentationsZ8p2

S c

SERVICE OF PRAYER AND HEALING

You are invited to a Service of Prayer and Healing on Thursday evening, January 07, 2010 at 7:00 P. M. in the Chapel. Instead of
being held on the customary first Sunday of the month, this temporary change in time and place is made in consideration for those
who are in process of returning from the New Year holiday.

This brief service is designed to ask Jesus Christ to bring healing to people in every area of our lives, anywhere you or someone you
care about is hurting, whether it be strained relationships, financial problems, addictions, physical, emotional, spiritual, mental or
other problem areas.

There will be no speaker, just prayers for you and yours. It will be informal so you can feel free to leave after you have been prayed
for. Come and |l et the Mission Bend Prayer Ministry Team bsrof n
our prayers.

While Services of Prayer and Healing have been conducted so far on the first Sunday of each month, you or someone you care
about may not find it a convenient day or time in which to participate or you may feel the need for prayer support at another time.
Consider receiving this prayer support at another day and time more convenient for you or a loved one. Accordingly, feel free to call
Pat Howell or Yucca James of the Prayer Ministry to arrange Prayer Partners for you. The Mission Bend UMC Prayer Ministry
strives to provide prayer support to you when you need it.

A Spanish-speaking Prayer Partner will be available to pray with those requesting to be prayed for in Spanish. Un compafiero(a) de
oracion Hispano-parlante estara disponible para orar con usted en Espafiol.

fls any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise. Is any one of you sick? He should

call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make
the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each other and
pray for each other so that you may be heal ed. JamBh5el3-16r ayer o

Jesus is still in the healing business. Come, let us ask Him together. come expecting to be blessed.




Page 6

30" Anniversary Celebrations Begin
On Sunday, January'61980 eightyfour families established the United Methodist congregation

wprship service was held at Towne West Elementary School with
the 25 year old Rev. Robert Long as the Senior Pastor.

On Saturday evening, Januaf$; 2010 we will begin a yedong celebration of
the Baptisms, Confirmations, Marriages, Funerals, Sunday School Classes, Bible

known as Mission Bend United Methodist Church. The first

TO COME TO
HE JANUARY

Studi es, Koinonia, Shepard and Small Vacaea
Youth Groups, Men & Womenbés Retreats S , M
more. Being a church family for the past 30 years has been such a great blessj
each other, our community and the United Methodist Church in general. Speci
Thanks to all those Charter Members who made this great church a possibility.
Allen, Margaret, Nancy, Michael, and Jennifer Kyle, Bob and Labella
Bangert, Debbie, Angela, and Matthew Lambert, Don, Beverly, and Mark
Berry, Kimberly Limbaugh, Susanne, Duane, and Chris
Biel, Walter and Lynne Lindenberger, Gary, Rita, and Jeffrey
Bieltz, John and Merrily Llamas, Joe, Lynne, Ricky and Debbie
Brannon, Robert, Karen, Biff, and Jill Lobue, Bob, Tisha, and Ryan
Brocher, Randy, Devenie, Scott, and Nicki Long, Rev. Robert, Marsha and Kelly
Capron, Charles, Diane, Dennis, and Karen, Holly Lowers, Thomas, Ann, Erick, and Tommy
Cave Jr., Jack and Ruth Martin, Tommy
Champagne, Marian Milutin, john, Robin, and Nathan
Choate, David, Peggy, Christ, and Scott Moeller, Donald, and Evelyn
Curry, Lynn Monroe, James, Jamelle, James, and Sandi
Darmer, Kenneth, Karen Kassie, and Kris Moore. Gary, Sherri, Jeffrey, Jim, Diane, Tina and
Davis, Dick, Muriel, and Teresa Cindy
Dollar, Sonny, Sue, Johnny, Timmy, and Lisa Mott, Robert and Mary Lou
Edwards, Larry, Carol, Travis, and Kevin McDonald, Herb, Carol, Brian and Dennis
Eggler, Jim, Pat, Shannon, Donna Neahr, John, Diane, and Todd
Eoff, Patrick, Diane, and Kelly Newton, Ronald and Mary Jane
Estes, lke, Carol, and Amy Nichols, Norm, Linda, Sean, and Tanya
Foster, Karen, Amy, Christopher, and Martha Nussle, Richard, Gayle, and Wendy
Francis, Donald, Linda, Gerald, and Timothy O6Brien, John, Linda, Scot|t, and A
Gates, Edward, Joy, and Michael Oo6Connor , George and Paul 4

Geary, Richard, Janeen, Brian, and Alice

George, William and Mary Jo

Goodale, Jonathan, Judy, Kimberly, and Thomas

Gribnitz, Harry, Cathy, Janet, and Jim

Harkrider, Michael, Jo, Brent, Derek, and Todd

Harrison, Joe, Jan, Jim, and Steve

Harvell, James, Brenda, Tracey, Kimberly and Chris

Herring, Jack, Vonnie, Laurie, Todd, Rusty, Nancy, and

Kristin

Hill, Nancy and Jennifer

Hillery, Robert and Ernestine

Hillin,Larry L.

Hocitt, Michael, Sarah, Dianne, and Scott

Hudson, James and Cynthia

Hutchins, Bob, Dale, Brent, Russ, Heather, Graham, and
Leigh Ann

Jacks, Clyde, Nancy, Trey, and James

Jay, Hal, Paula, Tiffany, and Tara

Jones, Andy, Jean, Bryan, Christine, Angie, Desirre,

Richard and Karen
Kammer, Richard, Karen, Susan, Janet, and Jason
King, Keith, Patricia, Scott, and Courtney

Page, Leslie and Vicki

Panquerne, lll, Reggie, Debbie, Reggie IV, Reggie and
Lois

Parsons, Donald, Jane, Timothy, and Patricia

Paul, Edgar, Nancy, and Edgar IV

Pohla, Charles, Barbara, Jon, and Doug

Ports, Michael, Debi, Kari, and Kyle

Powell, Gary, Nancy, Erika, Dallas, and Gaye

Puffer, John, Bevelle, Tom, Susan, John, and Ryan

Ray, Billy, Pat, and Rebecca

Richardson, Ginger

Sadler, Cliff, Jan, Chad, and Joe

Shelton, Steve, Debra, and Derek

Siemens, Geneva, Penni

Sommer, Jennifer, Robert, Sharon, and Cynthia

Stevens, Lance, Jeannie, Billy, and Heather

Stockard, David and Susanne

Swann, Jennifer, Jim, Sylvia, Kristina, and Mark

Thomas, Terry, Tamora, Tracy, and Lee-Anne

Tocquigny, George, Karen, and Angela

Wellin, Frank and Susan

Wheeler, Jack, Delores, and Jack, and Kris

If you miss the January"®anquet, please mark your calendar for the other Celebration Ev
Sunday, January 18" i Reception after each Worship Service for Past Members
Saturday, February 27" 1 30" Anniversary Chili Cook-Off

CALL THE
CHURCH
OFFICE

Saturday, May 1% i 30" Anniversary Ice Cream FreezeOff
Sunday, October 24' i 30" Anniversary Final Celebration

FOR YOUR
RESERVATIO
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TAILGATE WITH A HERO

: P ' R p
The Just Us Guys Sunday School class of Mission Bend UMC
and volunteers serve the veterans and the homeless at the
DeGeorge at Union Station homeless shelter.

The Just Us Guys Sunday School Class at Mission Bend United Methodist Church banded together with volunteers from all over
the Houston area to feed patients, veterans and their feagmitol i
seventy-eight, from all different religious and ethnic backgrounds were there to honor our veterans with a tailgate meal, to watch
some college football, and to fellowship. A variety of foods to choose from included fried fish, fajitas, B-B-Q chicken and sausage,
hamburgers and hotdogs. The plan was to feed 700 people that day, but as God would have it, we were able to serve over 1400
meals! It was truly a spectacular event.

The staff at a | ocal veteran6s homeless shelter call edinDeGe
touch with the church representative to see if we would be willing to do something for the 100 veterans that they house. The
tailgate task force immediately jumped to meet the challenge. So, the Just Usa Guys and several other volunteers stepped forward
to serve a steak and baked potato dinner for the residents at DeGeorge as well as homeless people in the area. Volunteers served
over 150 meals in what was dubbed as DaBBQ at DeGeorge.

Once again, others heard about this event and wanted to help provided these disadvantaged veterans with a really special
meal (including cobbler and ice cream).

The meat (140 large ribeyes, plus some chick) and two chefs to cook it were donated by a local restaurant among other
generous donors.

We see new excitement and God working in a new way in our church. Who knew that a meal would mean so much to so
many? The opportunity to show appreciation to our veterans, along with a chance to watch some football and cook a tailgate meal
really mobilized our class to action, and the additional support from the local community was truly awesome.

We are planning to make the first Saturday in October ATE
campus on October 2, 2010 for an even bigger tailgate party.

Military Ministry A Possibility For MBUMC

On Sunday afternoon, January 17", anyone interested in becoming involved with the compassionate

ministry to spouses and families of those serving in the military are being asked to join us for lunch

and discussion of how we might care as a body of Christ for those in our midst. We will have a guest
speaker from Spring Woods UMC who wil/l share wi u
and then discuss what a Military ministry might look like for Mission Bend UMC. Please call the church

office to find out more about this event and/or to let us know you will attend the luncheon no later than
Thursday, January 14th.
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